Japanese Traditional Culture Fair in Kansai 2023-24

In Kansai area, Japanese traditional culture rooted in its history and national
feature have been inherited with great care.
Please visit and experience the attraction of historic Kansai culture.

Japanese puppet show

Ningyo Joruri
Jan 28*

3 Stages 11:00, 13:30, 15:00
Ist Floor Terminal 1, KIX

3 Some event the introduction of Kansai festival (MATSURI).
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Puppetes manipulated by three people

"Ningyo Joruri" is a traditional Japanese "Joruri" in which a "Tayu" tells a story to the accompaniment of a
"Shamisen", and puppets appear and perform. Puppeteers use puppets to express delicate emotions as if they
were alive humans.

The puppets are manipulated by three puppeteers. The chief puppeteer operates the head and right arm.The
second puppeteer operates its left arm, and the third puppeteer handles its leg. The leg handler should operate
it to in a half-crouching position.

Generally, a minimum of ten years of training is required to become a proficient left arm manipulator and leg
handler and at least twenty years to reach the level of a chief puppeteer.

As a rule, they ware entirely black clothes. The chief puppeteer must be higher than his colleagues, so he/she
wears high wooden clogs.
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Awa Ningyo Joruri
Promotion Association

Shortly after the War World Il, people
involved came together and established the
Awa Ningyo Joruri Promotion Association in
an effort to carry on the tradition of Awa
Ningyo Joruri, which had been performed at
festivals at local shrines since ancient times.
Each group affiliated with the Promotion
Association holds performances every day at
the Tokushima Prefectural Awajurobee House.
The affiliated doll makers receive requests to
make dolls from all over Japan.
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Awaji Puppet Theater

Awaji Puppet Theater is a nationally
designated important intangible folk cultural
property.

This association takes over the tools of
Yoshida Denjiroza Theater, which prouds of
260 years of history, and is not only by
performing at our permanent museum but also
by travelling to perform in domestic and
overseas and guides for preservation
organizations on and off the island.
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